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AUGUST TOUR, MEETING & CAMPING:

The August meeting, will be held a week early to make time for
the Range of Light the following weekend. The meeting will be

held at 5:00 p.m. at the Chancellor Ranch in Bodega Bay on Sat- *

urday, August 23, 2014. Tim Bray, who is too profitably busy to
attend, reserved the venue. I'll be leading the ride starting at the
Valley Café in Fairfield, breakfast at 8:00 and stands-up at 9:00.
The campground is not far away, and instead of making the ride
longer by going to Ukiah, I decided to make it slower by putting

together a “Goat Road Soup” full of the (very) minor roads that |

are a staple of the Norcal diet. There is no lunch break, but we'll
make plenty of stops.

If you ride straight to the campout, the driveway is at the top
of a rise just north of the harbor. Campers must check in at the
gray building next to the stables. Our spots are past the buildings,
down a gravel road that is “Prius friendly.” There are plenty of res-
taurants near the harbor, so the event is not catered, but there will
be a barbeque at the charity barn dance if you brought the right
shoes. Route instructions and a GPS file will be on the Norcal web
page (www.bmwnorcal.org) and on Meetup.

Tour Captain — Ted Crum
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2014 NORCAL RANGE OF LIGHT GYPSY TOUR:

The 2014 Range of Light Gypsy Tour is the zenith of our riding, touring, and camping mindset. The ROL

is held over Labor Day Weekend each year. This year that begins Augut 29th. Three days of outstanding

touring awaits all that participate. The weekend starts in Gridley, CA. The route for each day of touring

and camping location at the end point is a closely held secret. We provide the meals and camping for each

night of the tour. We also transport your soft luggage to each camping spot for you during the entire tour

so you and your bike can ride unencombered by camping gear. At the Friday check in, each rider receives a

packet containing a commemorative pin, meal tickets, raffle tickets, and a location of that night's campsite.

Saturday and Sunday rides are also a Poker Run with points for questions along the route.

Sunday night concludes the RoL with an awards ceremony after dinner. Monday morning comes all to

soon with everyone departing for home, sad that the tour is over and you have to wait another 12 months

to enjoy something like this again. Pre-registration for this year's ROL is now open on the club website.
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PRESIDENTIAL
RAMBLINGS -

by Z Ortiz

Fort Churchill Campout: The ride
to Fort Churchill for the member-

ship meeting/campout was not
without its challenges. We changed
the starting location and we were to

meet two members en route. The first stop was Salas Park in Lodi where Pete
Hamel would be waiting for us. The second stop was in Pioneer where Kevin
Kelly would be waiting for us. Joining us was Alan Marcus and Lancer. We
missed an exit on the way to the park so Pete had to wait a bit longer than
anticipated which in turn made us tardy to our meeting location for Kevin.
Once we got the group together and moving along we were rewarded with
some pretty spectacular views and some nifty roads.

We arrived at the campground; we had our meeting and then had dinner.
Shortly thereafter everyone was enjoying the coolness of the evening and as
Tuco lit the campfire we were al amazed at the amount of firewood we got for
$8.00. The mood was relaxed and we chatted around the campfire until it was
time to turn in.

Membership Celebrations:

Steve Dabraowski receved his 25-year membership pin at the Fort Churchill
Campout.

‘49er Ad-Hoc Committee:

The 2014 ‘49er Rally was a success and while it met and exceeded our club
success criteria (yes, we have one) and the preliminary financial report show
us in the black, there is always room for improvement. I have asked Andy
Anderson to Chair the 2015 ‘49er and his nomination is on hold until the
committee reports back to the Board. The committee is comprised of Greg
Hutchinson (Chairman), Pat Potter, Mike Morlin, Russ Drake, Greg Gibson
and Andy Anderson and they are to basically cover the questions featured on
our survey last year. Location, likes and dislikes about the event, things to add
or change and is our Rally a better event at our current size (400-500).

There has been a lot of speculation about the vendors and their diminishing
numbers. This is happening across all motorcycle related venues and surpris-
ingly even premier events like the Laguna Seca races had a significant drop in
vendor attendance.

Meanwhile the Mariposa Fairgrounds under the direction of Brian Bullis have
acquires some funding for improvements to the facility. They are installing
Fiber Optic cables and upping their bandwidth along with the installation of
additional antennas for better Wi-Fi coverage.

Check out the wifi map on page 3.
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We now have 139 riders on our meetup

Mee‘ site. There has been some resistance to
meetup from some members and it's OK.

As always, the club website is the official

representative/face of the club. Our new webpage will reflect
the upcoming events on the main page so you don’t have to be
redirected to meetup for the information.

Second Sunday Breakfast Pre-Ride:

SSBR Chairman, Cliff Dunn, has been getting some ideas for
our most popular monthly event. Bob Berner and Jim Irvine
know some of the best roads in the North Bay and we pre-rode
the August SSBR to ensure everything goes according to plan.
Some route changes were in order and the route was finalized.

Thanks Bob and Jim.
Godspeed Miguel Micheli:

I am saddened to report that Michael Micheli lost his battle
with cancer. He passed away on Sunday August 3rd, 1014. Mi-
chael joined the club in July of 2011 and if you met him, you
will remember him being full of life and always smiling. Our
condolences to Michael’s family. --Z Ortiz
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For anersio® - gorme GS-911

BMW Parts, The portable diagnostic device that turns your
Name Brand Accessories laptop or mobile phone into a powe_rful

) fault code reading device.
Unexce”ed Personallzed Care’ ‘ Yes, read out and erase your own fault
H H des. Finally, take th t t of
and The Utmost Service Expertise, O ey o o
modern BMW motorcycle!
$299 for USB / $349. for USB & Bluetooth™

choose the

The BeemerShonp is California’s

SUSPENSI_ON HEADQUARTER§&_

j LLLU LLLLL L Proudly featuring:
Beemersi i
Senvice Excellence for BMV
_Now in a Great NEW Location!
100

LOWER your bike with Wllbers shocks ~L.' '

at NO additional charge! ; =
y

PLUS these g J
BMW rider favorites:

routine service to ABS diagnosis,
tires, shocks, lighting, or just to pick up
some oil and a filter — and maybe a little
helpful advice, the BeemerShop is your
FULL SERVICE BMW motorcycle center.
And the one to trust.

Police bikes must perform reliably under the most rigorous
conditions. We are proud to say all the police agencies listed
below trust the BeemerShop to provide the best service possible.

Fovacbeanershep.com ¢ phene: 889.436.4100
“[\N-> 900 Scofis Velley D1 « Seofis Velley, CA S5066

N)DRESS
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JULY TOUR REPORT:

by Dan Rowe

Several months ago, Cliff Dunn mentioned the
club was looking for a new location for July. I took
on the challenge of finding a camping site. In my
years as a Nevadan, I'd traveled to every county in
the state (17) for both work and adventure. I'd also
been on most every road in Northern Nevada on a
motorcycle.

Looking at group camping in Northern Nevada, I
decided to call the State Park at Fort Churchill. As
it turns out, the park had a covered group site, run-
ning water, and newer facilities. I booked the site
and then started my plans for the tour.

At approximately 250 miles from the Bay Area, the
route needed to be somewhat expedient getting
across Central California. After getting to the Sier-
ras the route could meander as it would be cooler
and the roads more varied. The route did wander a
bit as we crossed into Markleville and then back up
to Lake Tahoe. Kingsbury Grade is a great road, and
NV 50 out of Lake Tahoe is second to none for open
sweeping turns.

'The morning of the ride, I met with three others for
breakfast in Livermore. At our first stop, another
person was added to the tour. In Pioneer, another
person joined us. At this point the temperature was
well on the rise. Fortunately, gaining elevation gave
us a respite from the omnipresent heat. Great scen-
ery was at hand. We passed through pine forests
and by high alpine lakes. Traffic was light and pass-
ing lanes were just where they were needed to get
around slower cars.

After a break in Markleville, the tour climbed out
of valley and back up into the mountains. Several
people had asked me why the tour took the route
around the lake. Lake Tahoe does have some traffic
to contend with, but the ride back down to the val-
ley on NV50 is worth every moment. Simply, rid-
ing down N'V50 was my reason for taking the route.

Our last stop in Dayton for food, yielded another
person for the tour. Getting to Fort Churchill for
most of us was a quick blast through the open des-
ert on an almost arrow straight road. A couple of
adventurous people did take the Fort Churchill dirt

road cut off. continued on page 6
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JULY TOUR REPORT:

by Dan Rowe

Upon arriving at the campground, we were greeted
by several early arrivers. As the evening progressed
additional members and guests arrived. Personal
friends of mine and local residents, Bruce and Ellen
Carpenter brought over water, ice, beer, and snacks
for tour. Their generosity was greatly appreciated
by all that were present. It would be hard to argue
against an ice cold beer.

Northern Nevada was my home for several years
after moving from West Virginia and before mov-
ing to San Francisco. As an Easterner, I had no
conception of the openness and immenseness of the
West and the high desert. Northern Nevada can
be a beautiful place if you are willing to seek out its
beauty. I miss the desert sometimes. I'm happy that
I could share part of it with the club.

BEEMER BASH:

Host Chartered Club:
Central Cal BMW Riders

Autumn Beemer BASH a non-profit rally to benefit
the BMW Community at Large.

September 12 - 14, 2014, Plumas-Sierra Fair-
grounds 204 Fairgrounds Road, Quincy, CA. 95971
(530) 283-6272

For Information: bashinfo@ccbr.org
(925) 443-2070

Saturday Night Dinner, Saturday & Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfasts are only included with a Pre-Regis-
tration Package!

http://www.motoshopsf.com/
650-873-1600

Pre-Registration is open from June 12, 2014 through
September 2, 2014

Wed-Fri: Noon-10PM
Sat-Sun: 10:00AM-7PM
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your: BMW"-""é'lcmg needs

> Two convenient locations to serve you

> Loaner bike with qualifying service by appointment
> Factory trained and certified technicians

> Genuine BMW Parts Accessories and Apparel

> 12 month warranty on all installed BMW parts

¥ . k> .
e N e e e N R g

We use only the most current tools, equipment and technical expertise to keep
your BMW running at peak performance. Don't settle for anything less!

IC CALIFORNIA BMW L[y [ 75
2490 Old Middlefield Way Mountain View CA 94043 952 North Canyon Parkway, Livermore CA 94551
650.966.1183 www.calmoto.com 925.583.3300 www.trivalleymoto.com
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HELLO FROM OUR NEW
CLUB SECRETARY:

by Joyce Sampson

Hi Folks! I'm Joyce Sampson, and having been
elected secretary at the Finnon Lake Annual Meet-
ing in June, I'm happy to serve the club as a board
member this year! I've been riding motorcycles
since 2004—my current steed, a 2009 R1200RT
named “Bullet,” is my third bike, but first of the
Bavarian variety—my previous two were Japanese
(unnamed) and American (“Beauregard”). I moved
to California in 2011, but NORCAL was on my
radar screen to check out in 2009 when I started
considering a job transfer from Newport, RI to
Monterey.  After taking a year to get settled in, I
attended a 49er, King City monthly campout, and
the famed, exciting, fun, (and upcoming) Range of
Light Gypsy Tour. Let’s see . . . motorcycling, great
roads, camping, fun folks, and good food and beer

at meetings . . . check, 'm in!

Clubs are made fun and successful by the
people who join and participate in them. Motivated
by that thought, I was an assistant tour captain last
year and lead the February ride to Pinnacles. I also
served as the 49er Rally Co-Chair in 2014.  So,
with that thought in mind, I encourage you to vol-
unteer to be an assistant tour captain and/or help at
our major events (sign up on our website)! Finally,
one of my goals is to lead some combined bike-to-
adventure rides, such as bike-to-hike or, if we ever
get out of the drought, white water rafting or kayak-
ing. If you have any ideas for such day or weekend
rides, please let me know! Shiny Side Up, See You
at the August Meeting!

-- Joyce Sampson; flemmings27@yahoo.com

FOR SALE:

If interested please contact: Lance Meyerowich,
917-902-9420, Imeyerow@gmail.com

1 BMW Streetguard 3 Pant Size 54. Like new. Re-
tails new for $699 or best offer:

The Streetguard 3 suit is the "top-of-the-line" BMW
Motorrad textile rider's suit. It's the perfect suit for
every time you take to the road, no matter what
the weather conditions. From temperatures around
freezing to above 77°F you'll enjoy the ride in com-
fort.

1 BMW Summer 2 Pants Size 54. Like new Retails
$209 or best offer:

Summer 2 Pants are ideal for hot temperatures. Ful-
ly fuctional as motorcyle riding wear, they also look
good as leisure wear off the bike. Comfortable dur-
ing the ride in warmer weather because they're con-
structed of a combination of cotton and Cordura®.
Comfortable after the ride because you can zip off
the lower legs. Belt included. Note: Summer 2 Pants
are not waterproof.

8 « NORCAL NEWS
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Steve Dabrowski (on the right) was presented a 25
year pin at Fort Churchill Nevada from Dan Rowe.

Eg:r Motorrad ' A & s BW .;/ :-.':'_."' . L
ik | Motorcyd?

www.ascycles.com or 1-800-689-9893
Thousands of BMW and Aftermarket Parts & Accessories!

Popular brands of Motercycle Apparel, Luggage,
Bar Backs, Footpegs, Gadels, Tools and more!

Check out our new and improved BMW lllustrated Parts Catalog!

And if you need help finding anything, ;
just diick our new Live Chat button! ‘ Live Help)

AUGUST 2014 NORCAL NEWS « 9



Navigating NorCal’s new website

've gotten a number of questions regarding the club’s new website and how to
navigate it. Below is a quick tutorial on the navigation basics of the site for desktop
browsers and mobile devices.

From a usage perspective, | recommend a modern or up to date browser: Chrome
or Firefox. Keeping your browser up to date and patched is important. Many
websites won't display properly on out of date/unpatched browsers. [ don’t
recommend Internet Explorer.

From our usage statistics, some of our visitors are using Windows XP and Internet
Explorer versions 6, 7, or 8. For those that are using Windows XP, | urge you to
transition to Chrome for your Internet browsing. Our webpage does not display
navigation menus correctly when using Internet Explorer versions 6, 7, or 8.

Navigating the website

1.) Clicking on the NorCal Logo at any point will take you back to the home page.
2.) This is the Navigation bar.

Home

Events: Event Schedule, 49er, ROL

About: Who We Are, Sponsors, Safety, Contact

Galleries: Photo and Video

News: Updates, Newsletters, Archives

Club Store: Buy things

3.) Clicking on a Navigation bar opens the submenu.

o a0 o

The front page has a brief overview of our club, and a quick glance at upcoming
events with links to ride sheets, GPX, and the option to RSVP.

10 « NORCAL NEWS AUGUST 2014



Upcoming Events

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

August 10, 2014 Second Sunday Breakfast Ride RSVP Route-sheet GPX
August 23, 2014 Bodega Bay Tour, Meeting, and Campout RS\
August 29, 2014 Range of Light Gypsy Tour Tickets

September 27, 2014 SongDog Tour, Meeting, and Campour RSV

Clicking on the RSVP link directs you to our Meetup page. Club members organizing
events have the ability to update the rides and details. Route sheet and GPX file
links are provided on the front page as well.

Our primary photo archives are located on SmugMug. A link to the archives is on
the photos page.

Common Questions:

Q: Why can’t I buy anything through the store, the menu links are missing, or the
pages looks strange?

A: You are using an old web browser. Try using a modern browser such as Chrome
or Firefox.

Q: I'm attached to my vintage browser. Can you help me?
A: Have you considered using your smart phone or tablet to view the website?

Q: Where can I find the route sheets for the upcoming ride?
A: Links to route sheets and GPX files are located on the front page for each
upcoming event.

Q: Iclicked on the RSVP link and it took me to some website thing. [ won’t sign up
for anything, and playing with others is out of the question. Can I come to your
events?

A: Yes. Our Meetup page does not require a log in to download ride files or view
details. Bear in mind, for catered events RSVPs are required to ensure you are fed.

Q: Where are the old newsletters?
A: Developing the website is a process. The digital copies of the newsletters will be
added to the Archive section.

AUGUST 2014 NORCAL NEWS - 11
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We GREAT
understand SELECTION
b Call Tod
all Today
interests 10 arrangn
and your
expectations test ride
of
ihe We Offer
BMW Consignment
enthusiast. Sale Service
&
SJEMW on
Ride By Soon! facebook! I Buy BMW's

W'ed like to invite you to visit our triendly and professional shop sometime scon. Times are changing, bikes
have changed, and today's anthusiast neads a trusted rasource mare than ever - and we appreciate the patronage
of our locol customers. We are happy to say our possion for motorcycles and motoreylists remains strong and our
efficient operation and excellent customer service has been good for business, Stop in soon and see.

Flease think of us tor all of your BMW needs and interests - sales, service, parts and genuine BMW Riding Geaor.

San Jose BMW

The

Bay Area

BMW Enthusiast’s

Ehotes L, N
See Us for: D W
= Routine Service

. Wﬂrrﬂnty Woaork Get Your Gear Herel

* Repairs | BMW Riding Apparel

* Accessories Schuberth Chorter Dealer

* Tires Sidi Boots In Stock!

Great Service San Jose BMW San Jose

& 1886 West San Carlos St. BMW

Fair Prices San Jose, CA 95128

...always! 408 295.0205 Aithodtead

www.sjbmw.com Dealer

San Jose
motaspart

aprilia
Factory Authorized SALES » SERVICE = PARTS

Get It ON?
1886 West San Carlos SAN JOSE
408 295.0205 www.sanjoseaprilia.com
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of Northern California

BMW Motorcycle Club @ Ride to Camp; Camp to Ride
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CLASS MAIL
BMW Club of

Northern California, Inc.
P. O. Box 2472

Santa Clara, CA 95055
www.bmwnorcal.org

A color version of the newsletter is available online at: www.bmwnorcal.org.
C O M I N G Ev E N TS X Information in this issue.

August 23 Meeting & Camping -- Bodega Bay X

Aug 29 -Sept 1 2014 ROL Gypsy Tour -- Start Location Gridley, CA
September 12-14 2014 Beemer Bash -- www.ccbr.org

September 27  Meeting & Camping -- SongDog Ranch

September 25-28 Horizon Unlimited California Meeting -- Mariposa, CA www.horizonsun
limited.com/events/california

October 18 Meeting & Camping -- Sly Park Octoberfest

blue/bold items are Norcal events. All events in California unless otherwise stated.

Prospective members may receive a complimentary newsletter by contacting the Secretary.



